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UP 3259 CAPITAL HILL APARTMENTS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING No 97 

5th March, 2018 

 Minutes 

 

 

Venue:     Apartment 118/23 

 

Present:   David Campbell (DC), Chairman & Secretary, 205/19; Peter Ford (PF), Treasurer, 

115/21; Terry Gassner (TG), 12/19; Horace Saducas (HS), 118/23; Richard Heaney 

(RH), 28/23. 

 

 

 

1. WHS Matters.    

No WHS incidents or hazards were reported during the month.  The broken paving 

tiles on the courtyard between Buildings 21 and 23 still await repair despite being 

scheduled for February.   Solar Hub’s tiler, #14 Pty Ltd, has been hastened.       

                                                                                                                               Action: DC, RH                                                                                              

 

2. Treasurer’s Report.  

Funds on hand as at 28 February, 2018 : 

  

 Administrative Fund         $120,002.63 

 Sinking Fund                 $191,398.56 

   

Total    $311,401.19 

 

Funds Represented by 

Bank balance Admin Fund  $114,549.87 

Bank balance Sinking Fund  $  86,392.11 

Investment    $100,579.45     

Levies in Arrears                $    9,817.50 

Other Arrears   $       442.84 

Interest on Overdue Levies  $       307.57 

Insurance - Claims Receivable          ($       604.32)    

   

Total Assets   $311,485.02 

 

 

Liabilities 

 

GST Clearing Account   ($   2,803.18) 

Creditors    ($   2,887.01) 



 

2 

 

Levies in Advance                     00 

 

Total liabilities   $          83.83 

Net Assets    $311,401.19  

 

Pro Rata Administrative Expenditure stands at 62.4%  

 

3. Landscape Report.   

The approval application for protective bollards and verge pop-up sprinklers has 

reached farcical proportions and we are now into the fifth month of negotiations.    

Approval for the sprinklers was finally forthcoming on 27th February but the NCA is 

“not supporting” the bollards.   Appeals to the Minister (for Regional Development, 

Territories and Local Government) in whose portfolio NCA sits were stymied because 

of a Ministerial change-over in December and correspondence consequently falling 

between the cracks.  The battle has been resumed with the new Minister with the 

most recent despatch being on 1st March.                                                    Action: DC                                                                                            

                                         

4. Correspondence.   

Recent correspondence was largely routine but the sprinklers/bollards matter, roof 

penetrations, solar panels and water leaks of one sort or another all generated 

considerable secretarial effort. 

A letter of welcome has been sent to the new owner-residents of 104/17. 

Tentative consent was given to a dog, Mylo, in 11/19. The formal application has yet 

to be received.                                                                                                          Action: MA 

  

5. Web Site and Lift Notices.  

Lift notices have continued to be rotated throughout the month although they are all 

too often ignored, for example, on garbage disposal, speed limits, car washing, 

updating contact details and slamming doors, to mention only a few.  But hope 

springs eternal.                                                                                                   Action: DC, TG  

 

6. Business Arising from Previous Minutes. 

 

a. Broken Paving Tiles. 

See WHS item above.                                                                                            Action:  DC 

 

b.  Rain Damage.  

Heavy rain on 24th/25th February saw the usual spate of water leaks with one 

apartment being particularly badly affected. The precise source of the leak is being 

investigated.                                                                                                              Action: MA 

Two roof vent pipe caps are still to be replaced. This is a hangover from problems 

first reported in November.  One leaking kitchen vent again sprung a leak and has yet 

to be repaired; the contractor, National Capital Roofing, has been hastened.  Two 

minor leaks in the basement remain to be repaired under warranty by Remedial 

Building Services who has again been hastened.   A pebble bed on the eastern side of 

Building 17 flooded because of a blocked drain.                                                 Action: DC   

 

c. Solar Power. 

All 26 clamps that secure the PV panels to their frames were replaced by Solar Hub 

under warranty on 1st March.                                                                                            
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Central Processing Units, which should have been part of the initial installation, were 

added to the system in February.  These are to display wattage being generated in 

real time and also the accumulated daily and lifetime power – useful information.   

However, the wrong types were fitted; we await their replacements by Solar Hub.  

 

d. Pest Birds. 

Our contract with Australian Pest Birds was cancelled in February.  Concurrently, our 

contract with Harold’s Window Cleaning has been amended to include washing down 

walls that have been fouled by birds. Harold’s will also clean our solar PV panels.  The 

next scheduled cleaning is on 20th March.                                                     

 

e.  Neighbour’s Fence Overgrowth.  

We await a response from the neighbouring property at 8 Somers Crescent over their 

foliage overhanging the boundary fence. They have been hastened but without 

evoking any response.  The MA will again hasten them and advise that if no 

satisfactory response is forthcoming, we will pursue action through ACAT.            

                                                                                                                             Action: MA, PF 

f.  Australia Day Disturbance. 

After more than two months, no response has been received from the owner (or 

property agent) of the relevant apartment.  The agent has been hastened but still 

without any response.  The Committee decided in the circumstances that the 

Chairman should by-pass the two middlemen and write to the owners direct.                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                      Action: DC                                                                                                               

 

g. ActewAGL Lighting Offer. 

We await a response from ActewAGL through the MA to our application concerning 

common property neon lighting.                                                                  Action:  MA, HS 

 

                                                                                                   

7. New Business. 

 

a.  Fire Main. 

On 16th February, a small leak developed in the fire main in the basement, causing a 

very minor flood.  P&T Fire Services, who maintain our systems, eventually replaced a 

metre-long section of the galvanised steel pipe a week later. 

 

b.  Sump Pump. 

Building 23’s sump pump failed on 17th February.  Like the priest and Levite who 

simply crossed to the other side of the road, countless residents chose to ignore the 

pleas of the loud, flashing alarm.  Eventually, one Good Samaritan reported the 

matter and it could be attended to.  The Committee constantly enjoins residents to 

do something in such circumstances but, for the most part, the message falls on deaf 

ears.  It’s truly amazing.  

QMax has been contracted to repair the pump.  Spare parts are awaited.   Action:  HS 

 

c.   National Capital Plan. 

The NCA has advised us of a draft amendment to the Plan for the Deakin/Forrest 

Residential Precinct.  An Issues Paper, to which we contributed last May, is available 

on the NCA website and a public information session is being conducted on 13th 
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March.  It does not appear that Capital Hill Apartments will be directly affected but 

we will, for example, all notice increased traffic congestion.                            Action: DC 

 

d.  Executive Committee. 

The Committee debated the proposition that we could do with more fire power.  

These monthly Minutes show just how busy the Committee are and the workload on 

a couple of members in particular must be more evenly spread.  Volunteers will again 

be called for even though such advertising in the past has been profitless.   

In the context of spreading the load, several responsibilities of HS were distributed 

among PF, RH and GS.                                                                                                      

  

e.  Roofing Defects.      

Problems have been noticed with the fascia and fascia flashing on the frontage of 

Buildings 21 and 23 and, to a lesser extent on # 17 and #19.  We don’t yet know 

whether these are merely cosmetic or whether there are structural implications or, 

indeed, a mixture of both.  Investigation is being carried out jointly by Advanced 

Structural Designs and Solve Projects and we will most probably have to get Remedial 

Building Services involved as well, as their building warranty could apply.  Action: DC                                                                             

 

f.  Pest Control. 

The Committee made a routine review of our contract with Rentokil, a $1000 a year 

arrangement that sees rodent baits in the basement and the grounds renewed 

quarterly.   The program is demonstrably effective and will be retained.                                                                                

 

 

8. Next Meeting. 

 

Monday, 2nd April, 2018 in Apartment 12/19. 

 

 

 

 

 

D.J. Campbell 

Chairman                                       6th March, 2018  


